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Message from the Mayor 

Volume 2, Issue 12 December 2006 

Message from the Director  
This year has been a dynamic and exciting     
period for the City of Houston. We have hosted 
over 70 international inbound delegations and 
have arranged two significant outbound       
delegations to Canada and China this year. 
 

In the interest of further developing Houston’s 
international profile, the Mayor’s Office of     
International Affairs and Development (MOIAD) has created the   
International Cooperation Council of Houston (ICCH) which will 
facilitate the business and cultural connections between Houston 
and cities around the world. 
 
Finally, the staff of the MOIAD wishes you a wonderful holiday 
season.  As always, we thank you for your comments, feedback and 
support, and we will continue to serve you with great pride! 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

Helen T. Chang, Director   

 

Houstonians have long known that our city sets 
an international standard in business, cultural       
enrichment, education, and certainly in     
sporting excellence.  I am proud to recognize 
Major League Soccer’s newest champions, our 
own Houston Dynamo, and their                   
accomplishments.  We hope that this will     
become a winning tradition for our city’s professional soccer club. 
 

This past month, I was also very pleased to host the ‘2006 Jinshan-
Houston Chemical Industry Forum’ — an important first step from 
the cooperation agreement in petrochemical industry, which was 
signed this past July between Houston and Jinshan District in 
Shanghai, China. 
 

As we enter into the final month of 2006, I want to extend my     
personal invitation to the December 8, 2006 ‘City of Houston   
Holiday Celebration’ that will be held in Hermann Square in front 
of City Hall.  I look forward to seeing you as we officially kick-off 
the holiday season! 
 

 

Bill White, Mayor 

Helen T. Chang 



 

 

On December 5, the Asia       
Society of Texas will host a 
l uncheon  f ea tu r ing  Hi s            
Excellency, Ambassador from 
Pakistan, Mahmud A.Durrani 
who will share his experience 
and first-hand expertise. Durrani 
was appointed to his post in the 
U.S. in June 2006. The event 
will be held at the Houstonian. 
For more information, please 
contact 713-439-0265. 

Asia Society of Texas: 

Ambassadorial  

Luncheon 

On December 5, the Greater 
Houston Partnership will host 
the annual State of the Airports 
address, which will feature     
Richard Vacar, director of the 
Houston Airport System. The 
luncheon will be held at the 
Downtown Hyatt Regency     
Hotel. For more information, 
please contact 713-844-3658. 

State of the Airports 

Luncheon 

On December 4, the Brazil-
Texas Chamber of Commerce 
will host the Biofuels: Ethanol,   
Biodiesel and Biomass seminar 
and luncheon.  Mario Garnero, 
president of Brazilinvest, one of 
Brazil’s largest development 
firms, will be a guest speaker at 
the luncheon, which will be held 
at the Houstonian. For more   
information, please contact    
chamber@braziltexas.org. 

Brazil-Texas Chamber 

of Commerce: Biofuels 

Seminar  

Upcoming Events  

On  Decembe r  1 6 ,  t h e          
Bangladesh - American Society 
of Greater Houston will host 
Bangladesh “Victory Day,” a    
celebration of the great strides 
the Bangladesh community has 
made in Houston and throughout 
the United States.  The event will 
be held in the SUR Auditorium. 
For more information, please 
contact 713-875-7783 . 

Bangladesh-American 

‘Victory Day’  

Celebration 

On December 6, the Port of 
Houston Authority, Office of 
Small Business Development 
will host an in-depth discussion 
of tax law changes and general 
tax information which will     
potentially impact all Houston 
business owners. This seminar 
will be held in the Port of   
Houston Executive Building. For 
more information, please contact 
www.portofhouston.com. 

Tax Law Changes  

Seminar 

The Mayor’s Office and the 
Greater Houston Partnership will 
host a luncheon honoring the 
delegation from Chongqing, 
China on December 6. This 
event will focus on investment 
opportunities in this region, and 
will be held in the Greater   
Houston Partnership Boardroom.  
For more information, please 
contact      
 703-770-8058.  

Chongqing, China: 

Gateway to Success in 

China 

Opportunities and Resources 
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Employment: Mir Fox & Rodriguez, P.C.: Internal Auditor 
                Contact: 713-961-0625 

Employment: Center on U.S.-China Relation: Associate Director 
                Contact: HR@asiasoc.org 

Employment: Asian American Family Services: 1. Program Assistant and  2. Office Manager 
                         Contact: 713-339-3688 

Scholarship:  International Leadership Foundation, ‘07 Summer Fellowship for Asian  
               Pacific American College Students 
               Contact: ilfstudents@yahoo.com 
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Mayor’s International Affairs and Development Council (MIADC) 
 

Every month we will bring you the latest updates regarding the developments of the MIADCs: Africa, 

Americas, Asia/Australia, Canada, Europe, Middle East/ North Africa and South Asia.  The following 

MIADC councils met during the month of November, 2006. 

On November 27, the 
MIADC/Canada met with 
Canadian Consul David 
McGregor, who offered 
his insight and support 
for the group’s mission. 
The MIADC/Canada   
discussed plans to       
organize a Canadian film 
festival in Houston and to 
s u p p o r t  b i l a t e r a l          
partnership initiatives 
with Calgary, Canada. 
The group also plans to  
promote Canada as a  
contender country for the 
2 0 0 9  H o u s t o n             
International Festival. 

 

Canada 

The MIADC/ Africa met 
with Consul General   
Fatou Sall of Senegal on 
November 17 to discuss a 
list of future projects.  
Members of the Business 
Development Committee 
proposed that the council 
raise funds for the       
MIADC/Africa’s future 
initiatives. The council 
also agreed to support the 
25th anniversary of the 
Kuumba House, an     
African dance in Hous-
ton, to celebrate the city’s   
African community. 

 

Africa 

The MIADC/ South Asia 
met on November 13, to 
focus its efforts on three 
main projects. The first 
was the   enactment of a 
South Asia town hall 
meeting, the second, the            
establishment of a       
regional foundation to 
help coordinate disaster 
recovery, and the third, 
the was development of    
business and trade       
partnerships between 
Houston and South Asia. 
In attendance, was   
Councilmember M.J. 
Khan, who offered his 
support for the group’s 
initiatives. 

 

South Asia 

On, November 13,    
members of the MIADC/
Americas were joined by 
the Consul    Generals of 
Brazil, Costa Rica and 
Ecuador to discuss the 
planning of a potential 
trade mission to two or 
three countries in Latin 
Amer i ca .  Members      
expressed particular     
interest in partnership   
opportunities in the areas 
of energy, environment 
and education. 

 

Americas 

The MIADC/Executive Board is composed of the chairs of each of the seven MIADC 
regions. The Board’s mission is to serve as the coordinating body for each region’s     
activities, and to provide a network of support for all members.  After the Board’s first 
meeting in April, Mr. Alex Giannotti was elected as chair, and Dr. Pauline Rosenau was 
elected as vice chair. 
 
At their most recent meeting on November 22, the MIADC/ Executive Board hosted the 
first inter-regional meeting for committee chairs, aimed at producing greater coordination 
and cooperation amongst its members.   The Board focused on topics such as establishing 
an international hall to welcome delegations to Houston, hosting a town hall meeting for 
the city’s international communities, and creating a central website for the MIADC. 
 

Executive Board 



Meet the Consular Corps in Houston  

Germany, Deutschland  
This month we visit a country in central Europe, containing historical sites encircled by historic rivers and 

majestic mountains to speak to the Honorable Rainer Konrad Münzel, German Consul General in Houston, 

to discuss topics from trade relations to his personal love of the arts.  

 

The Federal Republic of 
Germany is a nation known 
for its geographical beauty, 
its rich history and its        
innovative contributions to 
the world.  It is  represented 
in Houston by the          
Honorable Rainer Konrad 
Münzel.  
  
The German Consulate in 
Houston was founded in 
1953 and since that time, 

the two countries have become closely linked.   
Currently, Germany is one of the United States’ 
greatest trading partners, with many exchanges in  
industrial and high-tech goods, such as machinery, 
chemicals, cars and medical equipment. “Every 
year Texas’ imports [from Germany] are equivalent 
to an approximate 5.5 billion US dollars.  Germany 
is one of the greatest exporting  nations in the 
world,”   Consul General Münzel said.   
 
Despite strong economic links, Houston’s          
connection to Germany extends far beyond business 
ties, Consul General Münzel said.  In fact, between 
35 and 40% of Houston’s population is of German 
descent. Further, in 1993, Houston and  Leipzig, 
Germany formalized a sister-city relationship that 
has led to a number of cooperative endeavors      
including study-abroad programs and cultural and 
academic exchanges.   
 
In his twenty years in the diplomatic service,    
Consul General Münzel has been posted all over the 
world in countries such as Greece, Israel and 
Kenya. The Consul General’s personal interests in-
clude playing golf and the piano, and attending            
performances by the Houston Symphony and Grand 
Opera. “Houston is a dynamic and vibrant city with 
a rich cultural life, finding strong roots both in the 
US and abroad,” he said.  
 
The city’s cultural richness is mirrored in the rich-
ness of its people, Consul General Münzel  said. 

Map of Germany 

“One of the aspects I love about Houston the most 
is the people’s openness, hospitality, invitations, 
and friendships,” he said.  “Houston is a city of big 
business opportunities with great growth potential 
which will continue to find even more interests in 
Germany.” 
 

—By Michelle Kneeland 
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Did You Know? 

Houston has long benefited from its German-
American traditions.  One of the original             
settlements in the Houston area, Frost Town, was 
unofficially called ‘Germantown’ due to its large 
number of residents with German ancestry. 
 
www.houstonhistory.com 

Consul General Rainer 

Konrad Münzel  



Connections Across the Globe:  
This month we track exciting developments taking place within Houston’s Airport and Port systems 

Port of Houston Authority (PHA) 

to      Frankfurt, which is already     
operating at 80 percent  capacity.   
 
The HAS is also expanding    
service to Mexico.  Aeromexico, 
Mexico’s largest airline,  will 
add a third, non-stop daily flight 
to Mexico City.  “Aeromexico is 
pleased to be able to increase our 
service to Mexico City,” Carlos 
de Uriate,  Aeromexico’s         
vice-president of sales and    

 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 

Local men’s teams representing 
Houston and five of its sister   
cities took the field in a battle for 
the championship at the second    
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annual Sister Cities of Houston 
Soccer Tournament. 
 

 
The amateur soccer tournament 
was held November 3-4 at 
Moody Park. The sister city   
associations of Abu Dhabi 
(U.A.E), Baku (Azerbaijan), 
Huelva (Spain), Luanda 
(Angola) and Tampico (Mexico) 
were represented in the         
tournament.  
 

As part of the Houston Airport 
System’s drive to expand service 
to Europe, Lufthansa Airlines 
has begun operating the Airbus 
A 3 4 0 - 6 0 0— t h e  l o n g e s t          
passenger aircraft in the world—
at Bush Intercontinental Airport 
just in time for the holiday sea-
son.   Lufthansa is the second 
largest airline in Europe, and 
will utilize the aircraft for its 
daily flight service from Houston 

Houston Airport System (HAS) 

marketing, U.S. division, said.  
“Through our hub in Mexico’s 
capital  city,  Aeromexico         
passengers have access to all of 
the important  colonial cities, 
business centers and great beach 
destinations,” he said. 

 

 

Special Thanks to the Houston     

Airport System 

The Port of Houston Authority-
was recognized on November     
9 as “Houston’s Greatest      
Nonprofit Organization of 
2006.”   
 
Hosted by the Greater Houston 
Partnership, the “Houston’s 
Greatest” awards luncheon     
honors regional leaders who 
have advanced Houston as a 
business magnet. 

In another event honoring the 
PHA, Chairman Jim Edmonds  
was recognized as “Houston 
Maritime Business Person of the 
Year” by the Greater Houston 
Port Bureau and the Marine    
Exchange  of the West Gulf.  
 
This event, held on November 3, 
marked the 77th anniversary of 
the two host organizations’   
prestigious awards banquet. 

According to Port Commissioner 
Kase Lawal, “Jim Edmonds has 
been a tireless advocate for the 
Port in leading it through its 
most energetic period of growth 
and prosperity.” 
 
 
 

—By Mary Jane Wakefield   

The Abu Dhabi team defeated 
the defending champion Luanda 
team. Mr. Oliver Luck, President 
of the Houston Dynamo,        
attended the trophy ceremony. 
T.H. Simão Manuel Pedro,   
Consul General of Angola, and 
Mr. José Borjón, Consul of  
Mexico, also attended the     
tournament. 

Special Thanks to 

 Alma Maldonado,   

     Houston Protocol Alliance 

Sister Cities of Houston Hosts Second Annual Soccer Tournament 

Sister City Spotlight: 
 

This month we have a special report on the Sister Cities of Houston Association’s recent activities 

Abu Dhabi team 



The Global Bridge:  British American Business Council (BABC) 

Each month the International Newsletter features “the Global Bridge” section, which introduces various 

local chambers of commerce dedicated to promoting Houston’s international image.  

Like many local chambers of commerce, the British 
American Business  Council’s mission is to support 
its namesake’s  business interests in the Greater    
Houston area. However, the BABC accomplishes 
this mission in a unique way. In addition to hosting  
networking functions and providing regional       
expertise for today’s workforce, the BABC is     
focused on supporting education through         
scholarship programs, thus building a strong   
workforce for tomorrow. 
 
Founded in 1982, the BABC    
Houston works closely with the    
British Consulate to promote trade 
and business development between 
Houston and the United Kingdom.  
The organization helps both British 
companies doing business in the 
United States, and American    
companies doing business in      
Britain, Becci Himes, executive     
director of the BABC said.  
 
“It’s a global economy these days 
and you have to be prepared to go anywhere,” 
Himes said. 
 
The BABC helps make relocation possible by   
sharing its international expertise with individuals 
and businesses, putting them in contact with the 
significant regional players, Himes said. 
 
In the past two years, the BABC’s membership has 
grown approximately 40 percent, to 235 members        
representing approximately 120 companies. While 
the BABC’s networking and social events such as 
informational seminars, speaker luncheons and 
‘Pub Nights’, are successful, Tim Horner, BABC 
Director, said that he felt the business  community’s 
need for such events was met by other                 
organizations. The BABC, he said, served the    

business community better by contributing to its 
future.  
  
The BABC hopes to accomplish this goal through 
its newly established scholarship program, the    
British American Foundation of Texas. 
 
“Organizations like ours will cycle with the      
economy,” Himes said. “Right now we’re on an  
upswing. We’re trying to give as much back to the 
community as we can [and education] is the biggest 
contribution we can make...” 
 
In addition to funding undergraduate and post-
graduate education, the British American         
Foundation of Texas will also target middle-school 
and high-school students.  Promising middle-school  
candidates will be given a $500-$1000 scholarship, 
which is put in an interest bearing account pending 
their acceptance into college. At that point, the col-

lege will be written a check for the 
original scholarship amount plus any 
interest accrued. 
 
“We feel that the middle school age is 
a make or break time for kids,” Himes 
said. “[It is] an important time        
academically, [and] if they have the 
feeling and the hopelessness that they 
won’t be able to go to college       any-
way, because of financial         con-
cerns, then they won’t put out the   
effort to do well in high-school.” 
 
High-school students, on the other 

hand, are offered the opportunity to study abroad, 
with the BABC providing airfare, tuition, lodging 
and pocket money. “What we want them to do is to 
broaden the scope of their world and realize that 
there’s a global economy out there, that there’s 
other cultures out there and that the world is waiting 
for them,” Himes said.   

  —By Sarah Clarke 
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 (L-R) Kevin Howard, BABC Chairman; Becci Himes, 

BABC Executive Director; Tim Horner, BABC Director  

(L-R) Philip de Waal, Her Majesty’s 

Consul General Judith Slater, Kevin 

Howard,  Joanne Howard and Amy 

Van der Voot 

Did You Know? 

High-school students participating in the BABC 
program will have the opportunity to pursue a 10 
day literature-intensive curriculum based just     
outside of London. The students will also visit a 
World War I battlefield in France.  



International Cooperation Council of Houston (ICCH): 
This month the Mayor’s International Newsletter introduces the newly established “International           

Cooperation Council of Houston.” 

for specific opportunities by   
e s t ab l i s h i n g  p a r t n e r sh i p        
agreements, etc. 
 

● Implementing the terms of the        
ensuing agreements and acting 
as a primary point-of-contact for  
relevant parties to ensure that all 
terms are met in a mutually     
satisfactory manner. 
 

● Creating and establishing             

international  opportunities that 
augment Houston’s global     
economic viability and raise the 
city’s international profile 
through education and cultural 
initiatives such as hosting       
in ternat ional  government        
internships here in Houston. 
 

With the support of Houston’s 
business and community leaders, 
the ICCH can become a          
tremendous resource for the city, 
and can continue its mission to 
increase Houston’s international 
visibility. 
 
 

—By Mary Jane Wakefield 

www.houstontx.gov/moiad 
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The global marketplace is     
constantly evolving, posing   
economic opportunities as well 
as challenges.  Cities such as 
Austin, Dallas, Fort Worth and 
San Antonio have earmarked 
funds from their annual budgets 
to showcase their respective   
cities, promoting themselves on 
the   international level.   
 

In order to remain competitive in 
the global arena, the Mayor’s 
Office of International Affairs 
and Development (MOIAD) has 
recent ly es tab l ished  the          
International  Cooperat ion    
Council of Houston, a  501(c)(3) 
non-profit organization.  To meet 
Mayor White’s vision of         
e x p a n d i n g  H o u s t o n ’ s              
international ties without        
requiring taxpayer support, the 
ICCH will work with the seven 
Mayor’s International Affairs &           
Development Councils and other 
m a j o r  H o u s t o n - a r e a              
stakeholders.  
 
S t a k e h o l d e r s  i n c l u d e               
organizations such as the Greater 
Houston Partnership, the Port of 
Houston Authority, the Houston 
Airport System, the Texas   
Medical Center, the Houston 
Technology Center and the 
Wo r l d  A f f a i r s  Counc i l              
of Houston and others. 
 

The goals of the ICCH are as        
follows: 
 

● Identifying opportunities that 
are presented to Houston              
internationally, such as in the 
energy, petrochemical refining, 
health/medical science, trade  
and  cu l t u r a l / educa t i ona l                
exchange areas. 
 

● Defining a workable context 
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Next Submission  

Deadline: 

    December 15, 2006  

Did You Know? 

One out of every 12 Houstonians 
was born in a foreign country.  
Over 90 foreign languages are 
spoken every day here, and one 
out of every three jobs is related 
to the international sector.  
Houston has the third largest 
consular corps in the world with 
84 consulates and missions. 



  

Event Calendar 
  

Date Time Event Venue/Contact 

  

December    
 Dec. 1-

14 

 
    — 

Houston International Protocol Alliance and 
Visitors Center: Holidays Around the World, 
International Tree Exhibit and Silent Auction 

Venue: 
 
Contact: 

Houston Visitors  
Center 
1-800-4HOUSTON 

Dec. 1 7:15am- 
9:00am 

Houston Technology Center: HTC           

Technology Champions Meeting 

Venue: 
  
Contact: 

Houston Technology 
Center 
713-658-1750 

Dec. 1 Noon- 
1:30pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: I-69           
Sponsorship Opportunities: 2006 Annual 

Meeting 

Venue: 
 

Contact: 

Hyatt Regency Hotel 
 

713-844-3657 

Dec. 2 11:00am
- 3:00pm 

Chinese Civic Center: 2006 Chinese Senior 

Birthday Celebration 

Venue: 
  
Contact: 

Chinese Civic Center 
713-772-1133 

Dec.2-3 9:00am- 
5:00pm 

Asia Society, Museum of Fine Arts, Houston 
and Cultural Arts Council of Houston/ Harris 
County: Royal Legacy: Vijayanagara to     

Mysore 

Venue: 
  
Contact: 

Museum of Fine Arts, 
Houston 
979-240-9496 

Dec. 4 9:00am- 
1:30pm 

Brazil-Texas Chamber of Commerce:        

BioFuels Vision and Challenges 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Houstonian Hotel 
www.braziltexas.org 

Dec. 5 Noon Asia Society: H. E. Ambassador Mahmud A. 

Durrani 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Houstonian Hotel 
713-439-0265 

Dec. 5 Noon-

1:30pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: State of the 

Airports address 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Hyatt Regency Hotel 
713-844-3658 

Dec. 6 11:45am
– 
2:00pm 

City of Houston and Greater Houston       

Partnership: Chongqing Luncheon 

Venue: 
Contact: 

GHP Boardroom 
703-770-8058 

Dec. 6 4:00pm- 
6:00pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: International 

Connection Monthly Series, featuring France 

Venue: 
Contact: 

GHP Boardroom 
713-844-3636 

Dec. 6 4:30pm- 
6:00pm 

Port of Houston Authority Office of Small 
Business Development: Tax law changes 
and general tax information that impact all 

business owners 

Venue: 
  
Contact: 

Port of Houston        
Executive Bldg. 
713-670-2588 

Dec.6-7 9:00am- 
6:30pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: The Texas 

Technology Showcase 

Venue: 
  
Contact: 

Galveston Island    
Convention Center 
713-844-3630 

Dec. 7 5:30pm– 
7:30pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: Annual 

Elected Officials Reception 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Houston Zoo 
713-844-3695 
 

Dec. 7 6:30pm– 
7:30pm 

World Affairs Council of Houston: The 
Looming Tower: Al Qaeda and the Road to 

9/11 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Junior League 
713-522-7811 

Dec.6-7  

— 
Rice Alliance for Technology and               
Entrepreneurship: Annual Information    

Technology Venture Forum 

Venue: 
 
Contact: 

Rice University 
 
713-348-3443 



Dec. 16 7:30pm Bangladesh- American Society of Greater 

Houston: Victory Day Celebration 

Venue: 
Contact: 

SUR Auditorium 
www.basgh.us 

Dec.  -- City of Houston: Waigaoqiao Free Trade 

Zone, Delegation from Shanghai China 

Venue: 
Contact: 

TBD 
713-247-3595 

Dec. 13 11:30am
- 1:15pm 

Asian Chamber of Commerce: December 
Monthly Luncheon, featuring Senator Kyle 

Janek 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Westin Galleria Hotel 
713-782-7222 

Dec.8 -

18 

-- World Affairs Council of Houston:            
Educational Travel Series: The Mysteries of 

Morocco 

Venue: 
Contact: 

TBD 
713-522-7811 

Dec. 8 7:30pm Museum of Fine Arts: Cocktails, Dinner 
and Exhibition Viewing: Helio Oiticica: the 
Body of Color 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Museum of Fine Arts 
713-639-7518 

Dec. 8 5:00pm- 
7:30pm 

City of Houston: The Mayor’s Holiday  

Celebration 

Venue: 
Contact: 

Hermann Square 
713-437-6351 

Dec. 8 11:30am 
– 
1:15pm 

Greater Houston Partnership: Quarterly   

Networking Luncheon 

Venue: 
  
Contact: 

Hilton Houston Post 
Oak 
713-844-3678 

Dec. 12 5:30pm-
7:30pm 

Minority/Women Business Enterprises: The 

Power Hour 

Venue: 
Contact: 

City Hall Rotunda 
713-247-2003 

Season’s Greetings and  
Happy Holidays  

 from  

The Mayor’s Office of International  Affairs and Development! 


